


Learn-to-Sail

The Gig Harbor Yacht Club Junior Sail Program will be of-
fering learn-to-sail programs for youth ages 8 to 18. Each 
student will be assigned his or her own boat — an all new 
Open Bic sailing dinghy, and will be coached by a US Sailing  
certi�ed instructor. Our courses will emphasize on-the-water 
sailing experience and include instruction on basic boating 
safety, seamanship, rules of the road and knot tying. 

Each day begins at the Gig Harbor Yacht Club in the main 
clubhouse at which time, the instructors will brief the 
students on a plan for the day and the expected weather 
conditions. Classes will be taught in the clubhouse, and 
on the water in Gig Harbor Bay.  Each session lasts 5 days, 
Monday through Friday beginning at 9:30am, concluding 
at 4:00 pm. Cost per student per week is $320. Students 
will be dropped off and picked up at the Gig Harbor Y acht 
Club, 8209 Stinson Avenue, Gig Harbor, Washington 98335, 
253.214.6131.

Quali�cation
Our beginner classes are designed for those individuals  
with little to no boating or sailing experience. Inter -
mediate classes are directed towards those individu-
als showing both skill and con�dence in small boat  
handling.

Equipment
All classes will be utilizing the all-new, Open Bic brand, 
performance sailing dinghy. Other single and double 
handed sailing dinghies will also be available. Instruc-
tors will be on the water in motorized coach boats. 

Staff and 
Course Description
Our head instructor is US Sailing certi�ed. The course 
will cover the US Sailing curriculum including: right of 
way rules, starting tips and tricks, how to navigate race 
courses, mark rounding skills, good sportsmanship, 
more advanced boat handling, and racing in light and 
heavy air conditions. Students will practice racing on 
the Thursday night circuit within the harbor. Instructor 
priorities are safety, fun and learning. Suf�cient staff will 
be on hand to ensure personal attention.

Safety
Competence in swimming is a prerequisite. Students 
must bring a properly �tted Coast Guard approved life 
jacket.  A limited number of life jackets are available 
for rent from the GHYC Junior Sail Program. We will  
require that all participants and staff wear life jackets 
at all times when on water, docks or �oats. Course 
registration materials will include suggestions for 
proper clothing and sun protection. As stated above 
under staff and course description, instruction will  
include all aspects of safety on the water, including  
capsize recovery and maintaining body temperature 
when in the water.

Registration
Registration is available on a �rst come, �rst serve basis.  
Forms are available online at www.GHYCJuniorSail.org.  
Each class is limited in size; early registration is  
encouraged to ensure admission and to accommodate 
scheduling preferences. $40 off if registered before  
July 1, 2011.
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Intermediate Sailing

Quali�cation: Our intermediate classes are designed for 
individuals who are comfortable sailing in single or double 
handed boats. Students who have completed a GHYC  
learn-to-sail course and have their “red books” mostly or 
fully completed are eligible to take this course. Students 
from other programs who are comfortable with basic 
sailing skills are also eligible.

Intro to Racing

Quali�cation: Our Thursday night racing classes are 
designed for individuals with experience sailing in single 
or double handed boats who are interested in dinghy rac-
ing. Students who have completed a GHYC learn-to-sail 
course and have their “red books” fully completed are 
eligible to take this course. Students from other programs 
who are comfortable with basic and some intermediate 
sailing skills are also eligible.
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